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Al Jarreau thrills young
singers in master classes

Kimberly C. Roberts
ENTERTAINMENT REPORTER

Talented vocal students from
four area schools were recently
treated to two fun and informative
days at the Philadelphia Clef Club
of Jazz and Performing Arts, where
the Mann presented its 2015 Art-
ist-N-Residency program featur-
ing master classes conducted by
seven-time Grammy Award-win-
ning jazz vocalist Al Jarreau.

They were from of the Girard
Academic Music Program
(GAMP), Philadelphia High
School for the Creative and Per-
forming Arts (CAPA), String
Theory Charter School and The
Creative Arts Morgan Village
Academy in Camden

The program also included the
Mann’s selected teaching artists,
Sherry Butler and Michal Beck-
ham, both professional jazz sing-
ers and Marc Johnson, an accom-
plished pianist who facilitated the
proceedings.

The talented young singers
performed for Jarreau in group
and solo settings, and at his
special request, an ensemble of
“horn players” — both male and
female — presented an impres-
sive set. Jarreau, who has earned
Grammy Awards in the jazz, R&B
and pop categories for hits such
as “We're in this Love Together,”
“Mornin’,” Moonlighting” and
“Breakin’ Away,” expressed his
appreciation after each perfor-
mance and offered constructive
criticism, gently admonishing
singers for reading lyrics from
their cell phones during a per-
formance.

Singing is as much a part of Jar-
reau’s conversation as breathing,
and he freely demonstrated what
he wanted from his pupils — often
scatting and bursting into song
rightin the middle of a sentence.

Throughout the sessions, Jar-
reau graciously took time to share
personal stories about his life and
career with his students, and it
was immediately evident that
coming to Philadelphia to train
the next generation of vocalists

WRTI’s J. Michael Harrison, right, interviews singer Al Jarreau
after Jarreau’s master class at the Mann. —rxisune proromspuL suLavsan

was a charge that he embraced
with open arms and an open
heart.

“They asked me! That’s all they
had to do, was ask me if I would
come,” said Jarreau, who was
conducting his very first master
class, and clearly enjoyed being
surrounded by the multitude of
aspiring singers. “This is their
first year with a singer, and I'm
real glad that they asked me, as
maybe their first or one of their
first, because there’s things that
singers need to say to people about
this work that we do. We really
like language and words. Wynton
(Marsalis) and Herbie (Hancock)
are really well spoken guys, but I
think a singer needs to say to other
singers, ‘You have Janguage. Be
careful what you say when you're
up in front of the class. There are
children listening — and God'’s
listening!”

John White, a tenth-grader at
CAPA, was among the courageous
soloists who took advantage of the
golden opportunity to sing for the
iconic entertainer.

“My great-grandpop — bless
his heart, he passed away — he
has passed on to me everything
aboutjazz, which is where [ getmy
jazz sound from — my jazz back-
ground from, and he has schooled
me on Al Jarreau,” White said. “I
was just so happy when they said
that we were going to be here and
be in his presence!”

Soloist Zymir Brunson, a
tenth-grader at GAMP said, “I was
actually chosen out of our Concert
Choir at GAMP to participate in
this program. I enjoy jazz music,
period. I think that, like Mr. Al

Jarreau said, it's the foundation
of alot of music. It plays a partin
R&B, it plays-a part in gospel —
all of those genres. I like how he
puts it in a simple way that music
isn't just arbitrary. It's what you
feel, and it’s about how you pro-
duce those feelings. Whatever the
songis about — whetherit’s about
being sad, happy, or whatever the
case may be — you have to make
sure you convey what the song is
actually trying to tell you.

“Ifeel honored to be able to be
here with him, and actually being
close to him is just really fun
because he’s down to earth and
he’s very funny, and I enjoy his
vocals, soit’s an honor.”

The experience was also quite
rewarding for Jarreau who said,
“Oh my goodness! It's refreshing!
I'm lifted up to see young people
fighting through with courage!
Fighting through government
shutdowns and closures. Oh, it
began from music in the schools,
long before this Congress decided
not to do any more business and
not support this president.”

The residency culminated with
a collaborative performance by
Jarreau and the students, and after
alively Q&A session, Jarreau, who
is still actively performing and
recording, along with promoting
his Jatest album titled, “My Old
Friend: Celebrating George Duke,”
concluded Day One of his event-
ful and entertaining program with
words of encouragement for the
young vocalists saying, “Go for it!
Do it! Sing every chance you get!”
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